DRIVING TECHNIQUES 
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Wheel Bearings: When installing a wheel after repack 
ng its bearings with grease, don't tighten the spindle 
nut too much, as this may cause bearing failure and 
dss of a wheel. A slight looseness in the bearings is 
better than being too tight 


The trailer weight on the hitct 
3 rdance with the trailer manufacturer's recon 
nendation. This, combined with a properly-pos 
tioned hitch-ball on the rear of the towing vehicle 
should permit the trailer to ride level 

Your trailer will ‘‘fish-tail” if the weight is t 
Jistributed properly 

Distribute load evenly keep weight as low on 
the floor as possible and as nearly as possible direct 
y over the axle. Heavy and improperly placed loads 
an pull down the rear of your towing vehicle. This 


ifts the front end and headlights, so that your low 
may blind approaching drivers. Mirrors are 
? 
it 


ne and steering may be affected too 


everything down, inside as well as outside 


Ministry of 
Transportation and 
Communications 


Ontario 
Hon. James Snow, Minister 


Harold Gilbert, Deputy Minister 


ISBN 0-7743-8805-6 11/83 


TRAILERING 

REQUIRES 

SPECIAL 
KNOWLEDGE 


REGISTRATION 

Your trailer is considered a separate vehicle from 
your automobile. Before you use it on a street or 
highway, you must register it and pay the registra- 
tion fee to the Ontario Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications. 

Your trailer registration plate must be fastened on 
the back of your trailer so that it is clearly visible. 


Under Ontario's Classified Driver Licensing system, 
which came into effect February 1, 1978, a driver with 
a Class “G” licence may operate any motor vehicle or 
combination of vehicles up to 8200 kg (18,000 Ibs.) 
Registered Gross Weight or Gross Vehicle Weight, 
provided the towed vehicles are not over 4500 kg 
(10,000 ibs.) Gross Vehicle Weight. 


No vehicle, including load, shall have a greater height 
than 4.15 metres; a greater width than 2.6 metres or 
@ maximum length of 12.5 metres unless it is a fire 
apparatus, a semi-trailer, or a bus. No combination of 
vehicles, including load, coupled together, shall exceed 
the total length of 21 metres. 

Should your combination of vehicles and load ex- 
ceed the above limits, you must secure an Oversize 
Permit for its operation from the Oversize-Overweight 
Permit Office of any District Office of the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation and Communications. 


BRAKES 

if your trailer has a gross weight (vehicle and load) 
of 1360 kg (3000 pounds) or more, it must have brakes 
strong enough to stop and hold it. 

Since stopping distances increase even when tow- 
ing a smaiier trailer you may find that a trailer gross- 
ing less than 1360 kg (3,000 pounds) may require 
brakes, especially if towed by a light vehicle. 


LIGHTS AND REFLECTORS 

On a highway at any time when lights are required 
by law, your trailer registration plate must be illumi- 
nated by a white light. Your trailer must have one red 
lighted lamp on the rear. 


IN ADDITION 

If your trailer is not wider than 2.05 m (80 inches), it 
must have an approved red reflector on the left rear. 

If your trailer is wider than 2.05 m (80 inches) it must 
have two lighted clearance lamps, one on each side of 
the front, which display an amber light, and two 
lighted clearance lamps, one on each side of the rear, 
which display a red light. (Ministry-approved reflectors 
may be used instead of the rear clearance lights). All 
such lamps and reflectors must be affixed within 150 
mm (6 inches) of the side of the vehicle. 

Also, it must be equipped with mechanical or elec- 
trical turn signalling devices and stopping lamp or 
lamps. 


pean. REQUIREMENTS 
* Your trailer must be equipped with mudguards, 
fenders, flap(s) or body structure to reduce road 
spray. 


* You must load carefully to ensure that nothing 
comes loose or falls off while you are moving. 


* If the load obstructs your vision to the rear, you 
must have a mirror attached to the car in a position 
to provide a clear view of the roadway to the rear 
other than through the rear window. 


* Under a regulation effective January 1, 1978, the 
size of side mirrors on motor vehicles, other than 
commercial vehicles is limited. No driver may 
operate a motor vehicle on the highway with out- 
side mirrors extending more than 30.5 cm (12 
inches) from the widest part of the vehicle, except 
when towing another vehicle or trailer. 


* Itis against the law to draw more than one vehicle 
behind your car. 


* You must ensure that your trailer is in a safe 
operating condition. A Police Constable may 
remove vehicles from the road until they are put in 
a safe operating condition. 


* Your trailer must have two separate means of 
attachment so that, if one fails, the trailer will not 
become detached. 


* It is against the law to carry anyone in a house or 
boat trailer when it is being operated on a high- 
way. 


Use a good trailer hitch. The hitch-ball should be in- 

Stalled so that when the trailer is attached and 
tightened, it rides on a horizontal plane with no tilting. 
If the hitch pulls down the rear of your car, ask your 
dealer to supply you with a load equalizing trailer 
hitch. It may bé possible to shift some load in the 
trailer rearward to reduce the load on the rear of the 
car. 
Be sure the trailer hitch is securely attached to your tow 
vehicle in accordance with the vehicle manufacturer's 
recommendation, the correct class of ball and coupling 
is used to match the gross trailer weight, the coupler is 
adjusted to fit snugly on the ball, and safety chains or 
cables with strength equal to the gross weight of the 
trailer are installed so as to support the trailer tongue 
in case of accidental ball and coupling disconnection. 


Ball couplings are classified as follows: 
Class 1: up to 900 kg (2,000 pounds) GTW 


Class 2: over 900 kg (2,000 pounds) and not over 1600 
kg (3,500 pounds) GTW | 


Class 3: over 1600 kg (3,500 pounds) and not over 2250 
kg (5,000 pounds) GTW 


Class 4: over 2250 kg (5,000 pounds) and not over 4500 
kg (10,000 pounds) GTW 


Distribute load evenly...keep weight as low on 
the floor as possible, and, as nearly as possible, 
directly over the axle. 


In boat towing, place the heaviest load where the 
hull support is greatest. ..usually directly over the 
keel. Be sure the rollers and hull supports are 
adjusted to give even support at all points. Uneven 
support can damage the hull. 

When not towing a vehicle, the car registration 
plate must be clearly visible. Do not obscure the 
plate with the hitch. 


